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Welcome, Newbies! 

In Troop 175 we affectionately refer to our new Scouts and families as “newbies.” There’s a lot to 

learn as a newbie, so we’ve put together some info to help you understand our Troop. 

 

Boy Scouts are Not Cub Scouts 
This is important! Our goal as a Troop is to help your boy grow into a capable, confident young 

man. The Scouts in Troop 175 are responsible for most everything…planning their camping 

meals, packing what they need for a camping trip, asking the adult leaders about rank 

advancement, etc. We rely on adults for support and 

logistics, but aside from that, it’s time for parents take a 

back seat and see what their boys can do.  

Our Troop is led by Scouts who are elected by the boys: a 

Senior Patrol Leader a.k.a. SPL, and an Assistant Senior 

Patrol Leader, or ASPL. Our adult Scouters guide these older 

boys who run the meetings and help teach the skills that 

prepare the younger boys for the outings. 

We let the boys make mistakes. It’s an important part of the 

learning process. Older Scouts learn leadership by working 

with younger ones, and the younger Scouts learn valuable 

life skills and learn to respect the chain of command. 

Discipline issues are referred first to the boy’s Patrol Leader 

or SPL/ASPL. The next step is to bring in a uniformed adult, 

but we ask that all other adults maintain a hands-off role in 

meetings and outings. 
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Things Your Scout Will Need  

 Scout Handbook, name plate for advancement board, Class-B t-shirt and Troop-related 

uniform patches (provided by Troop) 

 Boy Scout Registration (Scout and parent) 

 Boy Scout Uniform, World Crest patch and name tape (provided by parents) 

 

Scouts BSA Handbook  

The Handbook is the very first thing a Scout is required to have. It lists 

all the requirements for advancement, BSA uniform regulations, hiking 

and camping information, and much more. The book also serves as 

the boy’s personal advancement record. The Troop will provide a 

copy of the handbook when you and your boy complete the 

registration process.  

 

 

Boy Scout & Parent Registration  

Scout Registration: Every Scout is required to register as a member of Troop 175 and remain 

registered to be eligible for rank advancement, outings and summer camp. As a newbie there is 

no cost for a Cub Scout or parent to transfer a current paid National registration to Troop 175, but 

Troop dues are required. The dues will cover registration, accident and medical insurance, Boy’s 

Life magazine (one subscription per family), Troop banquets, badges, awards, etc.  

Adult Registration: To provide high-quality programs in our 

fast-growing Troop, we require one adult from each 

family to register as an adult member of the Troop. Adults 

register at the same time as their Scouts. Adult registration 

involves a criminal background check and requires the 

adult to complete a simple online leader training 

program, including Youth Protection training.  

Please read more about Parent Participation on page 9. 



Troop 175 Newbie Guide Page 3 
Troop 175 | Decatur, Georgia | www.troop175.com Revised 8/1/2022 

Boy Scout Uniform 

Troop 175 Scouts are required to wear the proper BSA “Class A” 

uniform to all functions unless otherwise informed. Troop will 

supply Troop-related patches. Parents supply the World Crest 

Patch. 

 Official BSA uniform shirt 

 Official BSA uniform shorts or zip-off pants 

 Scout belt (or integrated belt) and Scout socks 

 Patches properly placed on uniform shirt  

Uniforms can be purchased at the Atlanta Scout Shop, part of 

the Atlanta Area Council Volunteer Service Center: 1800 Circle 75 Parkway, SE Atlanta, GA 

30339. Phone: 770-988-9912. 

 

Shirt Left front: World Crest above pocket, Rank pocket, Arrow of Light (if earned) below pocket 

Shirt Right front: Scout’s Name Tape above Scouts BSA embroidery 

Right sleeve: U.S. flag, Patrol patch, Quality Unit patch (optional) 

Left sleeve: Council patch, Unit/Troop number, Badge of Office (if earned), Trained patch (if earned) 

Can’t sew? Try Badge Magic peel-and-stick adhesive to apply your patches! 

More info about patch placement: http://www.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33066_Section2.pdf 
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Things Your Scout Will Do 

 Weekly Meetings every Tuesday 

 Join a Patrol 

 Camping Trips & Outings 

 Summer Camp 

 Rank Advancement 

 Courts of Honor 

Weekly Meetings 

Troop meetings are held every Tuesday night (except 

summers and holidays) from 7:00 p.m. until 8:15 p.m. at the 

Scout Hut behind Glennwood Elementary (440 East Ponce 

De Leon Ave., Decatur, GA 30030).  

We use these weekly meetings to learn skills for merit badges and upcoming trips. Scouts are 

expected to attend weekly meetings and parents are always welcome to observe. Please pick 

up your Scout promptly at 8:15 p.m. because two adults have to remain on site waiting if any 

Scout is still present.  

Join a Patrol 

Troop 175 is divided into multiple patrols. Patrols are groups of boys who work, learn and camp 

together as a unit. Each patrol has boys serving as Patrol Leader and Assistant Patrol Leader, 

both of which are chosen by the boys in the patrol. Scouts are initially assigned to a patrol as 

part of our joining ceremony which helps us to keep a good balance of younger and older 

scouts in each patrol.  

Camping Trips & Outings 

We typically plan a campout or other fun outing every month during the school year. The timing 

varies depending upon the activity. We strongly encourage the boys to participate as often as 

possible in order to get full advantage of the outdoor skills that can only be experienced at an 

overnight campout.  

Here are examples of some of our past outings: rock climbing, zip-lining, aviation training at Warner 

Robins Air Force Base, backpacking, target shooting, caving, horseback riding, whitewater rafting, 

canoeing, hiking, kayaking…you get the idea, right? 
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Summer Camp 

The highlight of the year is summer camp at Camp 175 

on Lake Allatoona. Summer camp usually takes place 

the first week of June and runs from Sunday afternoon 

to Saturday morning. The boys work on merit badges, 

learn new skills and have a great time in the woods and 

in the lake. Scouts earn their eligibility to attend summer 

camp by actively participating in weekly Troop 

meetings and outings throughout the year. 

Learning the ropes 

Many of our older scouts are trained in youth 

leadership. They play a big role in getting the new scouts up to speed. The SPL, ASPL and other 

older scouts develop a plan for newbie instruction as a part of our troop meetings and outings in 

the fall. This kind of youth-planned and youth-led instruction has generated great results over the 

last few years and is instrumental to our Troop culture. 
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Rank Advancement 

For some Scouts, rank advancement is the most compelling aspect of 

Scouting. We’re here to help boys rise as far as they want to go. Many 

Troop 175 Scouts have made the journey all the way to Eagle, the highest 

rank awarded to a Boy Scout. The Troop has generated more than 280 

Eagle Scouts, including 100 Eagle Scouts from 2000 to 2020. 

Boy Scout Ranks: 

• Scout 

• Tenderfoot 

• Second Class 

• First Class 

• Star 

• Life 

• Eagle  

The Scout Handbook lists the requirements for each rank. For each advance in rank (Tenderfoot, 

Second Class and First Class), the Scout must develop specific skills and pass tests to demonstrate 

mastery of these skills. Many of these skills are taught as part of our regular meetings and outings, 

and especially at summer camp. For each higher rank (Star, Life and Eagle) the Scout must earn 

various required and optional merit badges, and must serve for a period of time in a leadership 

position. To earn Eagle rank, the Scout must also complete an Eagle service project.  

Troop 175’s adult leaders are dedicated to helping your Scout achieve his goals. When it comes 

to rank advancement, our uniformed adult Scouters—not the parents—approve the younger 

Scouts’ advancement. We’re happy to get questions from parents about advancement, but we 

prefer to hear from the boy himself. We encourage you to let him make his own way. 

Courts of Honor 

Twice a year we gather together as families to celebrate the new skills and achievements our 

Scouts have earned. We hold a Court of Honor in October and in January/February to present 

each boy with the merit badges and rank advancement he’s earned throughout the year. 

Eagle Courts of Honor 

When a Scout earns his Eagle rank we have a Court of Honor to celebrate his achievement. 

Each Eagle COH features a formal ceremony with Scouts in full Class-A uniforms, followed by a 

reception with Eagle-themed cake.  
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Camping AND Equipment 

We go on 8–10 camping trips each year, 

including car camping with tents, backpacking 

with tents and summer camp in Adirondack 

shelters at Camp 175. Because we do so much 

camping, the equipment is important. The 

Troop maintains a “patrol box” with cooking 

equipment for each patrol. Aside from this, 

each Scout is responsible for his own personal 

camping equipment.  

There’s no need to rush out and buy everything 

you think your young Scout may need. Wait 

awhile. As he progresses in Scouting he’ll have 

a better feel for what he really needs/wants. 

This equipment makes great birthday and 

holiday presents, by the way. 

We encourage you to plan carefully as you 

invest in hiking/camping equipment over the 

years. There are several major considerations: practicality, cost, quality, weight and correct size/fit. 

Is it adjustable? How long will it fit your growing son? If you need advice, please discuss any 

planned major purchase with one of the adult leaders before you buy.  

General Equipment Guidelines 

Below we’ve provided some recommendations on hiking and camping equipment. This info is 

only an aid, and does not necessarily reflect BSA policy. It’s important to point out that Scouts can’t 

carry or use any type of hunting or sheath knife. It must have a folding blade! 

Gear Weight 

The Troop does two types of camping: drive-in (car 

camping) and back packing. Weight is not a factor for car 

camping, but is VERY important for backpacking trips. 

The pack must weigh less than 20% of bodyweight, which 

can be reached quickly, especially with the younger boys. 
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Recommendations 

• Sleeping bag: A “mummy” or tapered shape, 20 to 30-degree-rated with 3 to 3-1/2 pounds of 

synthetic fill such as Dacron II, Holifill or Qualifill. Total weight about 4 pounds. Down fill is not 

recommended for younger Scouts. 

• Hiking boots: Mid-height type at 5” high. Cost about $50.00. More rugged waterproof boots 

may be needed for high adventure as your Scout gets older (required for Northern Tier). 

• Backpack: The Troop has several backpacks that can be checked out for hiking or camping 

trips, so you won’t need one right away. If you want to buy one, there are several styles with 

adjustable frames to fit boys of all sizes, and prices are less than $100.00. Please see the 

Quartermaster if you need to borrow a backpack. 

• Tent: Nylon 2-man, self-standing with fiberglass or aluminum poles. Ensure that the rain-fly 

covers ALL of the tent. Total weight 4 to 6 pounds. Scouts often share tents so it may not be 

necessary to buy one if other arrangements can be made. 

• Cooking gear: We do not recommend the BSA mess kit. All the boy really needs is a dish, 

spoon, and insulated cup. Ask your patrol leader for some good ideas. 

• Canteen: Two-quart size wide-mouth water bottles are recommended. 

• Rain gear: A lightweight rain suit with jacket & pants is much better than the conventional 

poncho. 

• Knife: Official BSA pocket knife or folding "lock-back" type.  

Atlanta Area Council prohibits use of hunting or sheath knifes with fixed blade. 

• Compass: Official BSA/Sylvia compass is excellent. 

• Flashlight: 2 "AA" cell Mag-light or headlight. 

• Camping/trail stove: This is not a high priority item, as the Troop has numerous stoves. 

• Hand axe: The Troop has several, so not really necessary. 
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Troop Structure and Operation 

Communication 

Communication is key to a successful program. We work hard to make sure everyone knows 

what’s happening, when and where. We communicate through a Simplelists listserv which sends 

emails to the entire Troop at once. At least one adult from each family should sign up for the 

Simplelists group. 

• We schedule events well in advance. Find them at: www.troop175.com/calendar. 

You can link the Troop Google calendar to your own personal Google calendar.  

• The Scoutmaster sends out regular email notices about weekly meetings. 

• We send emails well in advance of outings. Each outing has a “Poop Sheet” with final 

details: when, where, cost, what to bring, etc. 

• We email the Troop Committee meeting minutes every month so parents will know what 

outings and events are coming up. 

Need to join the Simplelists email group? Please use the form on our web site: 

http://www.troop175.com/forms/troop-175-email-group/ You can also find instructions for 

sending a Simplelists email on this web page. 

Did your Scout lose the Poop Sheet? Is he wondering what to pack? He can find all the Poop 

Sheets on the web site: www.troop175.com/tripevent-poop-sheets/ 

Parent Participation Requirement 

Even though we are a boy-led Troop, it takes many adult 

hands to plan and carry out the high-quality programs 

and outings we provide. This is especially true for summer 

camp. Our Troop has grown quickly in recent years and 

we need help with the extra workload. Troop 175 

requires an adult from every Scout’s family to volunteer 

a minimum of 10 hours each year helping with Troop 

activities.  

There are lots of ways to help: teach a merit badge, assist 

at summer camp, serve on a committee, help out with a 

banquet, do some paperwork… it’s a long list! If you 

need ways to volunteer, contact Family Participation 

chair Jason Bonander: jcbonander@gmail.com.  

Please refer to the Troop 175 Family Participation Policy 

on the website for details. 

  

http://www.troop175.com/forms/troop-175-email-group/
mailto:jcbonander@gmail.com
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Driving Requirement 

As the Troop has grown dramatically in recent years, we have many Scouts to transport when 

we go on trips. Because we need many drivers, Troop 175 requires each family to drive on ONE 

trip per year so we don’t have to cancel any trips. Sufficient drivers will sign up by the Tuesday 

before the trip or the trip will be cancelled. 

Troop Committee 

The Troop 175 Scoutmaster works in conjunction with the Troop Committee, which oversees the 

operation of the Troop. The committee members are parents of boys in the Troop. 

The Troop Committee typically meets the first Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Scout 

Hut. Meetings are usually posted on the Troop calendar. Parents are encouraged to attend so 

they know what’s going in with the Troop, and scouts are always welcome to attend. 

We also encourage you to join a committee and share your skills. We’re always looking for adults 

to sign on, and we’ll get you trained and involved as soon as your schedule permits. 

Fun fact: 75% of the Eagle Scouts from Troop 175 have parents who are involved with the Troop! 

Troop 175 Committee Leaders 

• Committee Chair: Renato Dell’Osso 

• Treasurer: Tammy Davis 

• Secretary: Kate Teague 

Need more info about a committee? See the Troop 175 website for the names and email 

addresses of each committee chair. 

Year-Round Committees 

These committees need help at various times throughout the year.  

• Facilities: responsible for maintenance and repair of our Scout Hut and Q-Shack.  

• Advancement: responsible for assisting Scouts in progressing through the Boy Scout ranks. 

If you are a former Eagle Scout or are familiar with BSA rank progression, we’d love to 

have your help with this committee. 

• Quartermaster: responsible for tracking and maintaining Troop camping equipment 

stored in the Q-Shack. 

• Outings: coordinates the monthly Troop outings/ campouts. You do not need to attend 

every outing to be on this committee. A Troop parent will take responsibility for an outing, 

and the committee will coordinate with this person to ensure the planning is going okay. 

• Programs: coordinates the monthly Troop meeting activities. You do not need to lead the 

activities, but will coordinate other adults to lead the activities based on input from the 
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Scoutmaster and SPL. If you’re organized and want to really get involved with the Troop 

but don’t want to go camping, we can use your help with this committee. 

• Transportation Committee: This committee is responsible for organizing drivers for Troop 

outings. 

• Troop Website: Manages the Troop website, calendar and Simplelists listserv. 

• Merit Badge Counselor List: catalog all the skills possessed by our many Troop parents, 

then use the list to recruit parents to teach merit badges. 

• New Scout/Parent & Achievement Reporting: helps newbies transition into the Troop 

• Family Participation Committee: tracks the required parent participation hours from Troop 

175 parents.  

Part-Time committees 

The following committees operate only during specific times of the year. 

• Functions: coordinates the Court of Honor (October), the Scout banquet (February) and 

the August softball game/picnic. 

• Rechartering/Registration: oversees the annual Troop registration process, including the 

Youth Protection requirement. This committee is most active in the fall. 

• Popcorn Sales: heads up the annual Boy Scout popcorn fundraiser. This committee is 

most active in the fall. 


